Request for Proposals for Grants from the Esther Thelen, Ph.D., G.C.F.P. Research and Education Fund of the Feldenkrais® Educational Foundation of North America

This fund is named in honor of Esther Thelen, Ph.D., G.C.F.P., developmental psychologist and director of the Infant Motor Development Laboratory at Indiana University from 1985 to 2004. Prior to coming to Bloomington, Esther attended Antioch College and the University of Wisconsin. She completed an extensive longitudinal observational study of infant behavior for her doctoral dissertation at the University of Missouri and subsequently joined the faculty. Since 1979, Dr. Thelen’s research was continuously funded by grants from the National Science Foundation and the National Institutes of Health. She served as president of the International Society on Infant Studies and was president of the Society for Research in Child Development at the time of her death. 

Dr. Thelen (1941-2004) was known worldwide for her contributions to the understanding of developmental processes from a dynamic systems theoretical perspective. However, she was not satisfied with sharing the results of her research within academic confines. Dr. Thelen was committed to dialogue across disciplines and with practitioners, policy makers, and the public in order to shape scientific inquiry and translate the resulting knowledge into practices that make positive changes for individuals and society. During the last decade of her life, the Feldenkrais® community became an important vehicle for expressing this commitment. While Dr. Thelen significantly influenced many within the Feldenkrais community, she, in turn, integrated the Feldenkrais Method® into her own life and completed her professional training in 2002. Dr. Thelen facilitated and contributed to several important exchanges among researchers and Feldenkrais practitioners that increased our profession’s interest in and understanding of the role of research. Her writings offer a theoretical framework that some have found to be applicable to the Feldenkrais Method. Her manner of interacting with students and colleagues was that of an exemplary Feldenkrais teacher. She catalyzed remarkable development within the Feldenkrais profession. 

The three objectives of this fund reflect Esther Thelen’s commitments to principled scientific inquiry, professional and personal development, and translational actions that foster societal change:

1. To provide grants for theoretically grounded research1 that extends and advances the Feldenkrais Method.

2. To provide grants to Feldenkrais practitioners or students in professional training programs that promote development and training in conducting quality research.

3. To provide grants for events or actions that bring together scientists and scholars, Feldenkrais practitioners, other professionals, policy makers, and the public for dialogue that facilitates improvement in the function and quality of individual lives and society.

1Theoretically grounded research reflects the “Goals for a Developmental Theory” expressed by Esther Thelen & Linda B. Smith (A Dynamic Systems Approach to the Development of Cognition and Action, 1994, p. xviii):

1. To understand the origins of novelty.

2. To reconcile global regularities with local variability, complexity, and context-specificity.

3. To integrate developmental data at many levels of explanation.

4. To provide a biologically plausible yet nonreductionist account of the development of behavior.

5. To understand how local processes lead to global outcomes.

6. To establish a theoretical basis for generating and interpreting empirical research.

 2012 FEFNA THELEN FUND RESEARCH GRANT GUIDELINES 
The Esther Thelen Research Committee, under the auspices of the Feldenkrais Educational Foundation of North America (FEFNA), reviews all Thelen Fund grant applications and recommends awards. The review process may include input from appropriately qualified reviewers who are not members of the Esther Thelen Research Committee.
DEADLINE: Request for proposals occurs annually. The firm application deadline for grant proposals is March 31, 2012. Award announcements will be made approximately 2 months after the deadline.

AWARD PURPOSE AND AMOUNTS: At this time, the Thelen Fund is requesting proposals for research only (Objective 1 and related footnote) with a maximum annual grant of $1500.

All proposals that are complete, consistent with the research purpose of the Thelen Fund, and which demonstrate scientific merit will be considered. Because requests for funding may exceed the supply of grant funds available, proposals will be evaluated and prioritized according to the following criteria:

· Review and assessment of the scientific merit of the proposal and its methodology, including:

· Consistency with Thelen Fund research purpose

· Soundness of and rationale for project

· Clarity of research purpose and question(s)

· Adequacy of methods/activities to address purposes

· Ability of applicant to successfully complete project and produce quality results

· Inclusion of Feldenkrais practitioners or students in Feldenkrais Professional Training Programs on the research team.

· Funding history. Applicants who have not received a Thelen Fund research award during the previous grant cycle will be ranked higher on this criterion than applicants who have received funds in the past cycle.

Proposals that do not contain all required materials by the submission deadline will be returned without review.

Eligibility
All members of the research community with interests compatible with the Thelen Fund are invited to submit proposals.
Accountability
Grant recipients must file annual progress reports (due on the anniversary date of the award) until the funded study is completed. Grant recipients are strongly encouraged to present the results of their research (via oral or poster presentation) at an Esther Thelen Research Committee event or similar event at the Feldenkrais Method Annual Conference typically scheduled during summer or fall. Recipients must prepare an abstract/short report of their completed study for publication in In Touch, the newsletter of the Feldenkrais Guild® of North America, or comparable publication. Authors must acknowledge the support of the Esther Thelen Research and Education Fund in all presentations and publications.
Time Limitation
Eligible expenses must be paid within a year from the announcement that an award is granted. Any remaining funds will be withheld unless the grant recipient submits a formal written request for an extension of time.

Handling of Funds
If the grant recipient is associated with a university/research center with an independent budget officer, funds will be transferred administratively into the identified account for use for the proposed expenditures. If the grant recipient is not associated with such a budget officer, an account will be held within FEFNA. The researcher will need to submit receipts for reimbursement or purchase requests to FEFNA. 

Grant recipients must notify the Esther Thelen Research Committee of and request authorization for any deviations from the proposed expenditures that exceed 20% of the total award.

Termination for    If evidence arises that the grant recipient is unable to complete the project 

Cause
or if a change in eligibility occurs (e.g., funds are supporting an unqualified project), funding will be terminated.
Persons who choose to submit a proposal need to complete the application form for a Thelen Fund Research Grant. Applicants need to complete an electronic version of the application that is available from the Feldenkrais Educational Foundation of North America at www.feldenkrais.com.
The application must:

· Be typed with a font no smaller than 12 point 

· Be double-spaced within sections 3 and 5-8

· Have 1-inch margins on all sides

· Adhere to page limits (noted in parentheses)
Part of the application requires the submission of evidence of appropriate safeguards concerning Human Subjects, Animals, Biohazards, or Radiation.

· Typically, this will be a copy of the letter of approval from the principal investigator’s Institutional Review Board (IRB). 

· Where appropriate, other documentation should be included which assure the safeguarding of subjects when health-oriented procedures are included in the research (i.e., Physician’s Support Statement). 

· If IRB approval is pending at the time of grant submission, documented evidence of IRB submission must be included in the grant application. 

· Note: for all applicants selected for awards, evidence of IRB approval must be provided to the Esther Thelen Research Committee before the grant is finalized and before any funds will be dispersed.

· Investigators who do not have access to a review board need to follow the policies described in the Belmont Report (available online at http://ohsr.od.nih.gov/guidelines/belmont.html) or the Declaration of Helsinki (available online at http://ohsr.od.nih.gov/guidelines/helsinki.html). In addition, investigators using human subjects must provide a copy of their informed consent statement. This document must be compatible with the United States Code of Federal Regulations, TITLE 45, PUBLIC WELFARE, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, PART 46, PROTECTION OF HUMAN SUBJECTS, Section A, subpart 46.116 (available online at http://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/humansubjects/guidance/45cfr46.html). 

· Investigators who are not familiar with the protection of human research participants are strongly encouraged to complete the free online training available at http://phrp.nihtraining.com/users/login.php.
Upon completion, submit the entire grant application electronically via email attachment to Carla Feinstein by March 31, 2012 to: carla.feinstein@feldenkraisguild.com
Signatures are required on parts 1 and 2 of the application and are due by the same date. Applicants may a) provide electronic images of signatures within the application, or print paper copies for signatures which can be b) faxed or c) scanned and saved (e.g., pdf) for submission by email.  
For further information, contact Carla Feinstein: carla.feinstein@feldenkraisguild.com 
Toll Free 800-775-2118

503-221-6612

Fax 503-221-6616
Thelen Fund Research Grant Guidelines March 2012
1

